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CHAPTER ONE

WHY 
OFFER 
INSULATED
VINYL 
SIDING?



Why Offer Insulated Vinyl Siding?

Nearly every industry, from service and manufacturing to tech, have salespeople in 

the field selling an enormous range of products. Unfortunately, the term “salesman” or 

“saleswoman” many times come with a negative connotation.   

 

The 1987 movie Tin Men, starring Richard Dreyfuss and Danny DeVito, focuses specifically 

on tactics used by siding salesmen that are considered “one step short of larcency” 

acording to IMDB.com. 

Sure, all sales people want to sell as much as they can to help grow their company and 

elevate their personal financial status. But the BEST sales people offer products they can 

honestly believe in and can stand behind. They sleep easy knowing they are truly helping 

their customers. 

Insulated vinyl siding can be one of those products for you. It has been installed on over 

500,000 houses, providing a beautiful place to be proud of, durability, energy efficiency, 

and much more for the homeowners.  

 

Some of the largest remodeling companies in the United States offer insulated vinyl siding 

to their customers, and every major vinyl siding manufacturer has at least one insulated 

product in their offering. In over 25 years, there has never been a major warranty claim for 

insulated vinyl siding. 

We recommend insulated vinyl siding as a solution that can address what your customers 

are really looking for in a home improvement project. The pages of this guide will explore 

why insulated vinyl siding might be right for your customers, and how you can effectively 

and accurately demonstrate the value to the homeowner.



CHAPTER TWO

AVAILABLE 
PRODUCTS



Available Products 

We invented insulated vinyl siding at PFT over 20 years ago, and have partnered with all the 

major vinyl siding manufacturers to create many variations. 

The primary benefits of insulated vinyl siding are the same across all brands, such as long-

term appearance, improved durability, moisture management, and energy efficiency. 

Some additional features may vary, so it is important to know which products you will 

be offering so you can accurately explain the product to customers. We’ve listed the top 

insulated vinyl siding brands below, in alphabetical order.

Craneboard Solid Core Siding
Manufacturer: Exterior Portfolio

Profiles: Double 6, Double 7, Board & Batten

What We Like:

The insulation in CraneBoard is manufactured differently than the contoured insulation paired 

with most other vinyl siding products; it is shape molded, which allows the foam to feature 

built-in drainage grooves and improved strength. Craneboard is also made with Neopor 

insulation, which provides more r-value than comparable insulation made of standard white 

EPS. (More info on Neopor here>). Finally, the Exclusive TXL Lamination Technology provides 

greater surface adhesion between the foam and the siding. More info>

CedarBoards Insulated Siding
Manufacturer: Certainteed

Profiles: Double 4”, Double 6”, Single 7”, Double 4.5” Dutch, 12” Board and Batten

What We Like:

CedarBoards Single 7 and Double 6 profiles are available in longer lengths of 16’8”. This 

creates fewer seams when installed on the wall for a more premium look. Panels are made 

from .044” thick vinyl and feature a TrueTexture rough cedar finish, which is molded from real 

cedar boards. A ¾” panel projection helps create a more dramatic shadow line and a like-real-

wood appearance. More info>



CedarMax Insulated Siding
Manufacturer: Provia

Profiles: Single 7, Double 6”, Triple 4”, 8” Board & Batten

What We Like:

Cedarmax features a high wind load test of up to 227 miles per hour to help stand up to 

Mother Nature’s toughest conditions. Longer 16’-2.5” panels lengths are standard across the 

product line, and they offer up to 30 colors depending on profile. More info>

Haven Insulated Siding
Manufacturer: Royal Building Products

Profiles: Double 6”, Double 7”, Double 4.5” Dutch

What We Like: Traditional, Premium, and Dark color options allow you to customize the look of 

your home with striking color palettes. The dedicated Designer Trim package was accurately 

proportioned by professional designers to accent the traditional clapboard appearance. More 

info>

Prodigy Insulated Siding
Manufacturer: Alside

Profiles: Double 6”, Double 7”, Double 5” Dutch

What We Like: Prodigy Insulated Siding features 1-½” contoured insulation, the thickest on 

the market today to provide one of the highest energy savings ratings. Unlike other insulated 

vinyl siding, it is made with a stack lock design, which insures a perfect installation and seals 

the panel together to help lock out air and moisture. Extended length 16’8” panels for fewer 

seams on the wall are standard. More info>

Structure Home Insulation System
Manufacturer: Mastic by Plygem

Profiles: Double 4”, Double 6”, Single 7”, Double 4.5 Dutch

What We Like: Structure Home Insulation System comes in 16’ longer lengths for fewer 

seams and features a ¾” butt height for a more realistic shadow line. The patented T3-LOK 

tightens the lock under pressure, so siding stays put even in challenging weather. Structure is 

also made with a minimum of 50% recycled content. More info>



Honorable Mention
There are many other brands of insulated vinyl siding available on the market today, although 

they might not be as well known. Follow the links below to learn more about these brands, 

which offer their own unique features and benefits.

American Essence - Manufactured by Napco

ClimaForceClimaforce - Manufactured by Variform

InsulPlank II - Manufactured by Mitten

Polar Wall Plus - Manufactured by Norandex

Sovereign Select - Manufactured by Revere

Sequoia Select - Manufactured by Gentek

Timbercrest - Manufactured by Kaycan



This starter adaptor has 
been exclusively designed for 
use with Fullback®V siding 
insulation. Starter Adaptor 
must be ordered for the 
specific profile of Fullback®V 
with which it will be applied.   

EasyPost™ Plus
Remodeling corner post 
insulation makes square 
corners a snap, cutting your 
corner post installation time in 
half. Necessary for installations 
using vinyl corner posts with a 
receiving pocket of 7/8” or less.  

New Construction  
EasyPost™
New construction corner post 
insulation for use with vinyl corner 
posts with a siding receiving pock-
et of 1-1/8” to 1-1/2”.  

Inside EasyPost™(“V” Cap)
An all-in-one, custom-cut shim 
for spacing out and supporting 
inside corner posts with a 
receiving pocket of 7/8” or less.  

EasyStart®
This vinyl universal starter strip 
ensures you have a level job 
and begin installation correctly 
without fabricating a starter 
strip. Features 3” nailing hem, 
two rows of nail slots and 
reinforcing ribs. 

Starter Adaptor
In the event that the proper 
size j-channel is not available, 
then we suggest the use of 
EasyShim™. It is a helpful 
accessory which enables 
you to use a 5/8” or 3/4” 
j-channel, and still get a 
proper installation.  

J-Channel
In order for the J-channel to 
properly receive the thickness of 
both the vinyl and the insulation, 
a 1-1/8” j-channel is required for 
Fullback®V, and a 1-1/4” j-channel 
is required for Fullback®V 125. 

EasyShim™

Window Surround
3.5” and 5” Lineal Window 
Support Surrounds give 
window casing the solid look 
and feel of real wood. Provides 
a strong, supported and rigid 
casing surround. Eliminates 
open or loose mitre cuts at 
corners and tightens laps.   

Custom cut to work with window lineals from: 
Alside, Certainteed, Crane, Gentek, Heartland, 
Mastic and Norandex. 

Accessories
When selling and installing insulated vinyl slding, it is important that the proper 

accessories are used. Some accessories, such as larger j-channels, help accommodate 

the additional thinkness of the product, while starter adaptors and corner post inserts 

provide added durability in damage-prone areas. Below are some of the most popular 

accessories for insulated vinyl siding that help complete the value-added package for your 

customers.



CHAPTER THREE

BENEFITS 
OF
INSULATED
VINYL 
SIDING



Energy Savings

Insulated siding helps reduce heating and cooling costs by wrapping the home in a 

continuous blanket of insulation, keeping heat inside in the winter and outside in the 

summer.

Even if pink batt insulation is between the studs, there may still be an energy leak in the 

walls. The culprits are the wood studs: heat bypasses the insulation in the wall cavity and 

transfers through the studs, allowing energy to leak through the walls. This process is 

called thermal bridging.

Nearly 25% of a home's wall is made of studs that typically aren't insulated, so it's like 

having one entire wall of the home without insulation.

To combat this problem, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) says "when new siding is to 

be installed, it is a good idea to consider adding insulation under new siding."

Before (Summer) After (Summer)
Thermal imaging from inside a home 
reveals where outdoor heat is infiltrating 
the air-conditioned interior. Bright red 
vertical lines reveal the location of 
wooden studs in the wall. 

Thermal imaging reveals that the wall 
is a significantly cooler green with the 
addition of FullbackV insulation to the 
exterior. 



Beautiful Appearance
When a homeowner makes an investment in 

new siding, they expect it to look great for a 

long time to come. Unfortunately, many siding 

products don’t look as good as they promise, or 

their appearance degrades over time through 

exposure to the elements.

The insulation component of insulated vinyl 

siding helps create a great looking exterior by 

leveling the wall under the siding, reducing 

imperfections in the wall. The contoured 

insulation also provides more support to the 

siding panel, helping it maintain it’s shape and 

original appearance over time.



Significantly Increased Durability
 

Most siding products are made to make a home look great, but they aren't designed to 

provide protection for the house. In fact, traditional vinyl siding products create a hollow 

void between the back of the siding and the wall, leaving the siding itself susceptible 

to damage when hit by things like hail, rocks thrown from the lawnmower, or a child's 

baseball.

Insulated siding provides significantly increased durability compared to traditional 

vinyl siding. The contoured foam insulation serves as a shock absorber against impact. 

Insulated siding stands up to the elements, whether they be from mother nature or man 

made.

Hollow Vinyl Siding Insulated Vinyl Siding



Other Benefits of Insulated Vinyl Siding
 

A More Comfortable Home

By wrapping a home in insulated siding, the inside temperature can be 

more consistent room to room. The insulation also helps dampen sounds 

from the exterior, making the interior more quiet.

Termite Protection

The foam insulation is treated with an insecticide that is safe for people 

and pets, but protects the insulation from termite damage.

Moisture Management

Insulated siding features a perm rating of up to 5.0, allowing a home to 

breathe while protecting against moisture damage. 

Despite some misconceptions in the industry that the insulation can 

contribute to moisture problems, studies completed with the National 

Association of Homebuilders Research Center proves that insulated 

vinyl siding actually keeps the wall system drier and more protected than 

most other siding system available on the market today.
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One of the most common questions we receive from homeowners that are shopping for 

new siding is: How much does insulated vinyl siding cost?

This question is very difficult to answer because every home is different, and there are 

many options for material, profile, color, and brand on the market today. Buying new siding 

is similar to buying a vehicle; prices can vary drastically based on which options you 

select.

Do you need a car, van, or truck? Do you prefer all-wheel drive, power windows, leather or 

cloth interior? How about a sunroof, chrome finishes, a backup camera or GPS? Do you 

prefer a two-door or four-door, maximum gas mileage or more towing capacity? If you’re 

commuting an hour each direction every day or using your vehicle as a work tool to get the 

job done, your needs may be drastically different.

Things that can impact insulated vinyl siding cost are:

Location of the home

Size of the home

One, two, or three stories

What siding is currently on the home

Will the old siding need to be removed first

If any previous damage to the home is discovered after siding is removed

Number of windows, doors, and other openings that must be worked around

Standard or premium profiles be used, such as shake, board and batten, etc.

Lighter shades or premium, darker colors

Accent trim package selected

Time of year the siding is installed

Adding housewrap or another weather resistive barrier

Additional features to protect against damage from moisture or pests

Energy savings rating (r-value) of the insulation

Qualifications of the installation company - licensed, bonded, insured?



General Pricing Guidelines for Insulated Vinyl Siding

In general, insulated vinyl siding costs anywhere from $4.00 - $12.00 per square foot 

installed, although some projects may fall outside this range. The grade of siding, the 

accessory package, the qualifications of the installer, etc. can all significantly impact 

the cost of the project. Insulated vinyl siding is typically more expensive than traditional 

non-insulated siding, but comes with valuable benefits. To learn more about the benefits 

of insulated vinyl siding, check out What is Insulated Siding: Materials, Pros, Cons, and 

Installation>

Insulated vinyl siding is typically made with high grade vinyl siding to better protect it from 

damage, fading, or warping. It is also available in more premium profiles such as double 6” 

or single 7” and darker, richer colors than traditional vinyl.

During the manufacturing of insulated siding, the contoured foam insulation is 

permanently adhered to vinyl siding, giving it more stability but adding a step in the 

process. To see this process in action check out this video on Making Insulated Vinyl 

Siding.

Due to the added thickness of the foam, fewer pieces can fit in a box than traditional 

siding, making it slightly more expensive to ship to a job.

The thickness can also require additional steps during installation.  Special accessories 

and trim work around windows and doors can be required, adding to the cost of the job.



Return on Investment for Insulated Vinyl Siding

The Cost vs. Value report, published by Remodeling Magazine, provides an estimate of how 

much cost from home improvement projects will be recouped by adding value to the home.  

The 2017 report shows that a siding replacement recoups 76.4% of the cost, significantly 

better than a bathroom addition (53.9%), major kitchen remodel (65.3%), roof replacement 

(68.8%), or even replacing windows (73.9%).

Therefore, if new siding cost $20,000, a homeowner can expect to recoup $15,280 dollars 

in added value to the home, leaving the true cost at $4,720.

Insulated vinyl siding can also reduce the heating and cooling costs for a home, helping to 

pay back the original cost over time.



CHAPTER FIVE
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INSULATED VINYL SIDING



Determining Customer Needs & Wants 

Before you try to sell insulated vinyl siding to a customer, it’s important to understand why 

they are contemplating new siding for their home.

Properly asked needs analysis questions are a must. It’s not effective for us to tell 

homeowners what they need. It’s up to us to ask the RIGHT questions to help them 

determine for themselves what they need and want.     

 

Properly asked and answered needs analysis questions tell us their likes and dislikes so we 

can personalize our presentation by linking the features and benefits of our product to their 

specific needs and wants. 

By using a needs based assessment, we can determine:

• What they know is wrong with their current siding

• Why are they considering a replacement

• If they have had other estimates

• What they like / dislike about the estimate

The following page shows an example of a thorough in-home needs assessment, although 

you may want to tailor some of the questions to your particular business, products, and 

geography. 

For more information about building and using a Needs Assessment, visit partners.

progressivefoam.com. 
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Trim windows, thick underlayment (Hi R-value) repair rot

2250

X

188

150 /4 months/year
2850 238

At a fair

10 years

We need to do something. Pealing paint, 
woodpecker damage, rotted wood, mold

Aesthetics, color scheme, insulation value, durability, reliable workers on

X

site everyday, reliable company/warranty, re-sale value, termite proof

John & Sandra Anglis

06001

136 Simsbury Rd

Avon CT

John Anglis 9/27/16date:

Didn’t know more than what we asked. 



10 Step In Home Selling Process

Now that you know more about the features and benefits of insulated vinyl siding and how 

to connect them to the needs of your customers, having a standard selling process can 

ensure you and your team are all relaying the same, accurate message.

If you already use a selling process, review the steps below to see if there is anything that 

can be added to your existing process. If you don’t have a formalized process in place yet, 

these steps can help build a solid in-home sales roadmap for each call. 

 1.         Introduction 

The training begins by explaining the various types of leads you will be selling, 

appointment preparation to increase your conversion rates before you get 

to the home, objections at the door, and how to set the agenda with the 

homeowner for the appointment. 

 2.        Needs Analysis 

How to psychoanalyze homeowners during the needs analysis, how to properly 

go through the needs assessment and what specific information you should 

extract. 

 3.        Measure & Inspection 

Step 3  explains the measure and inspection process, how to incorporate 

design, and how to uncover additional needs. 

 4.        Company Story 

Step 4 teaches the process of telling the company story and how to use 

psychoanalysis to get homeowners comfortable with the  idea of doing 

business with your company.



 5.        Product Presentation 

Step 5 explains the product presentations color coded system and how to 

discuss each slide with the homeowner 

 6.        Presentation of Price 

In step 6 John explains how to correctly present your price by establishing 

value at retail and overcoming objections 

 7.         Establishing Payment & Terms 

Step 7 describes how to establish payment and overcome objections with 

homeowners, no matter what their financial situation may be.

 8.        Closing at Retail 

Step 8 explains how to close at retail using 3 closes: The Epiphany Close, 

Apples to Apples Close and The Now Close. 

 9.         First Visit Incentive 

Step 9 explains how to introduce the first visit incentive and how to use it to 

close the order

 

 10.       Solidifying Your Sale (“Button Ups”) 

Step 10 explains how to button up the order and unearth any lingering 

objections that could stand in the way of closing the order.



We Can Help!

If you’re looking to start selling insulated 
vinyl siding, or to brush up on your in-home 
sales strategy, our team can equip you with 
everything you need to become even more 

successful with siding. We can offer assistance 
in selecting and sourcing product, marketing 

and creating leads, selling in the home, 
installing, and much more. 

SET UP A CONSULTATION

Ready to Start Selling  
Insulated Vinyl Siding?


